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causality of character. A man's action is free in the moral
sense when it results wholly from inner causality, which is
conditioned partly by his original disposition and partly by
the way in which his character has developed. If his act is
not determined by the inner causality of his whole psychical
history, rather than by the motive of the moment, he is not
free, but the plaything of whatever impulses are excited by
the motives that chance to be in consciousness at the time.
Really, the opposite of freedom and responsibility is not
inner determination, but the so-called liberum arbitrium*
For indeterminism itself acknowledges that actions cannot
take place without a motive. Hence, unless the causality of
character be the deciding influence, we are left to absolute
chance; that is, to the guidance of whatever motive happens
to be uppermost in the mind. And we are to believe that
the moral order, as it is phenomenally revealed to humanity,
is made up of such accidental impulses. That such a view
should be regarded as not only moral but religious is an
error possible only to an age abandoned to ethical egoism
and religious indifferentism, or completely misled by theoreti-
cal prejudices. An hekastotheisrn of this sort, where every
individual looEs upon himself as a god, has precisely the
same claim to be called a religion that egoism has to be
called a system of ethics.

(e) The Causality of Character.

It is certainly a curious fact that discussions on the subject
of causality should wax fiercest with regard to the very
phenomenon that furnishes the most conclusive instance of
psychical causality, a phenomenon whose series of causal
conditions lies open to our investigation with a completeness
found elsewhere only in the simplest cases of natural caus-
ality. Moreover, it is characteristic of the will that our